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even to the confines of Nombre de Dios, as well as in many,"
of the islands in the Northern Sea.
The principal arms they carry are bows with poisoned
arrows, which they make of two sorts, that is to say, either
of palni wood or of slender reeds that grow by the sides of
the rivers; and instead of iron at the point they tie hard fish
scales or pieces of flint, anointing them with a black bitu-
men, which is a pure venom, made from roots, herbs, ants,
apples, and some other beastly mixtures of theirs; and then
moistened with a snake's blood by old women, who boil it
with great trouble and diligence till it is brought to perfec-
tion, and, owing to the injurious vapour that rises from it,
most of these women die in consequence. When the fluid
is fresh, the man's body that is wounded with it swells, and
he is so injured that in a short time he dies mad. But if the
poison has been prepared a long time, it loses great part of
its strength and of its deadly virus, so that the wounded man
may be cured by a red-hot iron with which his wound is
seared, and thus the man does not die. I have known seve-
ral Spaniards who have thus been cured.1
All the slaves that the Spaniards catch in these provinces
are sent to Oulagua, because the king's officers are in that
island, who collect the royal revenues, consisting of pearls,
gold, slaves and other articles ; for a fifth of every thing is
paid, that is, twenty per cent. The slaves are all marked in
the face and on the arms by a hot iron with the mark of C;
then the governors and captains do as they like with them;
some are given to the soldiers, so that the Spaniards after-
wards sell them, or gamble them away among each other.
When ships arrive from Spain, they barter these Indians for
wine, flour, biscuit, and other requisite things. And even
1 Whether from its obvious vesicating property or not, it is certain
that cauterization has always obtained among people where medical
science is unknown. Among the tibeebs of Barbary, hot irons form their
only surgical tools. (Trans.)